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(7) the Lord Pedro Luis de Borja y Langol, Cardi-
nal-Deacon of Santa Maria in Via Lata; son of
the late Pope's sister Dona Juana de Borja by
her marriage with her cousin Don Guillelmo de
Langol
The last was a young man, a contemporary of Duke
Ccsare himself, and appears to have been of a modest and
retiring disposition. Whether his youth would have taken
fire at being crowned with the Triregno, is an open ques-
tion. He was not elected, and is numbered with the sparks
that die. The Cardinal de Mila had resided nearly half a
century at his bishopric in Spain; and was completely out
of touch with his Italian relatives, as well as with the
Sacred College.
But Cardinal Francisco de Borja seems to have been
an ideal nominee for the purpose of Duke Cesare. He owed
his rank to the Lord Alexander P.P. VI. He was of the
age of sixty-two years, a gentle old gentleman of placid
nature, of sweet and lovable habits, easily plastic. If he
had been elected Pope by the influence of Duke Cesare,
the consolidation of the Borja Dynasty would have been
an accomplished fact. Theoretically, it matters not a jot
who may be the Pope, Caius or Balbus, Peter or Paul. If
there be any basis for the claims of the Holy Roman
Church, Her mission goes on till the world's end, as well
and as inevitably when Borgia, as when Peed, reigns; as
well and as inevitably under Boys of the age of twelve and
eighteen years, like the Lord Benedict P.P. IX and the
Lord John P.P. XII, as under Saints, like the Lord St.
Sylvester P.P. and the Lord St. Fabian P.P.; as well and
as inevitably under a Jew, like the Lord St Peter P.P. as
under an Englishman like the Lord Hadrian P.P. IV.
The personality of God's Vicegerent is of no consequence
whatever to the purity of the Faith, or to the triumph of
(the Holy Roman Church, These togs being so, it is hard